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Soutrnodcction

Hope, for all its positive attributes, is actually just the op-
posite of despair. We hope because we want something
better. So in writing these prayers, inspired by the words
of the Holy Father, I was not surprised how often I began in
a place of doubt, hurt or confusion. For only in such places

can we make our way into the light of hope.

That’s the point of our falth g ancient Israeg

wandering in the desert, M people bst ess
and searching for a e try to our own

devices, b , NO ma&e we try So we
admit that eed our a l d We recognize the
saving grace besto é‘ s by th e of Jesus,
our savior. ¥y ully pre is comlng during

thi on of %
ourney as Christiafs is a journey of transformation.

And the only way to get where we want to go is to know
where we begin. We begin in darkness. But there is a light
straight ahead. The Light of the World provides us with the
“Light of Hope,” and there is a hand to hold that will lead
us into it.

Steve Givens
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FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

It is the wonder of Christmas, for which we are
preparing, with hope, in this Season of Advent. It is
the surprise of a Child God, of a poor God, of a weak
God, of a God who abandons his greatness to come

close to each one of us.
WEEKLY GENERAL AUDIENCE, DECEMBER 14, 2016

God of all my days, I often find that it’s much easier for

me to shut out the surprises 1 {ehave for me th@

is to open myself up to lity of cksa
I know this, an* or somet thls Advent
the conﬁde \le each day and ask,

“What do you hﬁ day, Lord? @abandoned
I

all and ga rnlght Now I need to
t oy is . Be my surprise. Open

to your love. A
REeAD Jonn 10:10

season. | ask fo
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MONDAY
FIRST WEEK IN ADVENT

Evil will not triumph forever; there is an end to
suffering...How bad is it when we find a Christian
who has lost hope! “But, I don’t hope in anything;

everything is finished for me.”
WEEKLY GENERAL AUDIENCE, DECEMBER 14, 2016

God of my triumph, I know there are those around me Who

have lost hope, those for whe ent and Ch

seasons are not filled w, & elp me ﬁwlr
pain and be or thelg W, ountlng what
they are goi rough. ge a point of light for
them without di@éeir darkr@\algh my pa-

tience, kir& d love, ma& erience, even if it
i@gkling, you%at em. Never let me forget,
[ pray, that I may be the only Christ they see this season.

Amen.

READ IsAiAH 9:2
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TUESDAY
FIRST WEEK IN ADVENT

When we are a little sad, when everything seems to
go awry, when a boy or girl friend disappoints us—
or, also, we disappoint ourselves!—Ilet us think: “God

loves me”; ‘God doesn’t abandon me.”
ADDRESS TO YOUTH FROM ITALIAN CATHOLIC ACTION,
Decemser 19, 2016

God of both my ups and downs to thank you w;

everythlng is gomg well. %\ hink of qo@“od
of my abundanc of ever g and every
blessing. A ertalnly @er aps more impor-

ord in the

tantly, you are the povert

moments o catest sadne eliness. Help me

G‘a this, Loﬁ@ e pressures of this season

pt to drag me do allow me to feel your love and
grace. Hide me in the shadow of your wing. Amen.

READ 1 JoHN 4:16
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( ); &(0@ Q@W has hope. And he shares it

with readers in his own words as he lovingly urges us to “be open to the
surprise of a God-child.” He lights the way for the faithful who are work-
ing to transform their lives, especially in this Advent season. Long-time
Living Faith author Steve Givens offers r q@hls prayerful gctlve
on the pontift’s words, express f that waal ing grace
available to us. “We beg ﬁ ‘But there is a light

ess, Steve&
straight ahead.” I@l ing thlS 1ght of Hope, you will

be preparing yoursel for even hr1stm

o 5@6“’

This book, along with many other Creative Communications for the Parish

products, is available on amazonkindle and nook
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