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ASH
WEDNESDAY

To experience Lent is to yearn for this
breath of life that our Father unceasingly
offers us amid the mire of our history.

Homily for Ash Wednesday, 2017

Heavenly Father, be with m ﬁdebegmnmg of Q

Lenten journey. You into us

of life, the Sp' i ormed w image.
Through whole hlSt ful and broken
humanity, you have tus, fo re the life
that flows in @Qough u? our rela-
tionshj me to fe @ th of life on this
jour

READ MATTHEW 6:19-21
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THURSDAY
AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY

How good it feels to come back to him
whenever we are lost! Let me say this once
more: God never tires of forgiving us; we
are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.

Evangelii Gaudium, 3

Heavenly Father, even \Qeglnm @l
sometimes har a egm the r‘y t see

like ther {nuch Work’ d it seems like
I'll never succeed ar I before I
even begm G the gr rn to you
and to your m e the comfort
at es from k our mercy, I pray. Give

me the strength to entrust all my weakness to you

alone! Amen.

READ LUKE I§:I1-32
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FRIDAY
AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY

It is one thing to be understanding of hu-
man weakness and the complexities of
life, and another to accept ideologies that
attempt to sunder what are inseparable

aspects of reality. Let us not fall into the

sin of trying to replage t eator. We are 6
creatures, and not ipotent. ‘\00

Amo;ﬁ?e o

Heavenly Father, someti e get ga t up in the
world’s ways a at we C the prob-
lems th our o s. We’re so con-

c our powe aalth and our clever ideas

that we forget that we’re not you. Help me to under-
stand your wisdom, made manifest in and through
your creation, and let me rely on you alone as I navi-
gate through the complexities of my life. Amen.

READ I CORINTHIANS I:20-2§
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SATURDAY
AFTER ASH WEDNESDAY

But when passions are aroused or sought,
and as a result we perform evil acts, the
evil lies in the decision to fuel them and in
the evil acts that result.

Amoris Laetitia, 145

S

Heavenly Father, some @ion t wan re-
sponsibility fo ch01ces and try
to justify my amin x & people and
the situations that S @ others for
awakening str@ ngs in m? ove me to
act. S don’ t control of my-

If. hat s aliet ntrol where I go, what I
do, with whom I associate. More importantly, I can

decide to live for you and you alone. I ask you today,

in prayer, to give me the grace to do this. Amen.

READ ROMANS 7:4-6

THE ,7 OF LENT




FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

A Transforming Love

[T]hrough immersion in water, baptism
speaks to us of the incarnational struc-
ture of faith. Christ’s work penetrates the
depths of our being and transforms us rad-

ically, making us adopted children of God
and sharers in the d1v1 ¢® 6
Lumen deez, 42 \ ‘\00

Heavenl g1ve me & to more fully
live out the call of aptism in
the Jordan R1 your @ng power
throu of ord1 too amere or-

ng, have ome prlest prophet and

klng in Christ in serv1ce to all of those around me.
As your grace in the sacrament continues to trans-
form me from within, help me to respond to that
grace in working toward the transformation of the

world around me. Amen.

READ MARK I:9-I1
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MONDAY
FIRST WEEK IN LENT

Faith is no refuge for the fainthearted, but
something which enhances our lives. It
makes us aware of a magnificent calling,
the vocation of love.

Lumen Fidei, 53

Heavenly Father, give ¥4rength,d “m—
brace the chall e' Iw e out of
this Lent 8tr {er in my re t@@p with you and
more loving toward ople t into my
life. In order t& I pra Q&q‘ ould in-
crease ith. Give m @ d a brave heart

at out to rr% e who need you. Guide
me in the vocation to which you have called me.

Help me to throw away fear and run toward your

love! Amen.

READ 2 THESSALONIANS L:II-I2
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As the \Y% f Chrlst gearth,
&' anc1s expressed
1sdo d joy of the gos-
pel ut hlS papacy. Select ex-
ﬁrom th iff are presented

; each da anczs The Joy of
; ur spiritual life into a
sharperGJs with thes 1nsp1rat10ns along with prayers
written by author Christopher Klofft.
While Lent is a time to walk more closely with the Lord and
meditate upon his suffering, we are also called to a greater appre-
ciation of the joy of the gospel. Allow yourself to be joyful as you

prepare for the ultimate joy of the Easter season!

This book, along with many other Creative Communications

for the Parish products, is available on amazonkindle and no
N1  Brnes &N
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