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In the synagogue in Thessalonica, the apostle Paul proclaimed Jesus as the Christ, 
the Messiah, explaining “that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead.” Many people believed, but others rejected the good news, and 
mob violence broke out in the city. The angry crowd shouted, “These men who 
have turned the world upside down have come here also” (Acts 17:3, 6). 

It was true. The astonishing events that Paul proclaimed took place during 
just one week—the week we now call Holy Week. The Son of God was offered up 
as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. He died and was buried, but the dawn of 
the first day of the new week would reveal his empty tomb. Through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the world was turned upside down—or better 
said, right side up—and now in Christ, we have the hope of life and resurrection.

P a l m  S u n d a y
Sunday Morning

Glory!
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! Luke 19:38

On the night the King of kings was born, the hills 
around Bethlehem echoed with the praise of an-
gels: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 
2:14). Some thirty-three years later, similar words of praise echoed 
through the streets of Jerusalem: “Blessed is the King who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
Jesus, acclaimed as king, rode into Jerusalem to receive a crown. By 
the end of the week, the streets of Jerusalem would echo to a differ-
ent shout: “Crucify him!” Jesus, crowned with thorns, was nailed 
to a cross. Through the death of his Son, God reconciled us to him-
self, “making peace by the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1:20). 
Through faith in our crucified and risen Lord, our sins are forgiven. 
We have peace with God, peace that makes the angels rejoice.  

Glory to you, O God, for the peace  
that is ours in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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Sunday Evening

His Words
... the people were hanging on his words. Luke 19:48

After Jesus entered Jerusalem, he went to the tem-
ple and chased out the money-changers and those 
who sold sacrificial animals, people who turned 
his Father’s house into “a den of robbers.” Then, in the 
newly cleansed temple, Jesus taught the eagerly listening crowds. 
Jesus’ enemies wanted to arrest and destroy him, but they were 
unable to act against him because they feared the people, who 
were hanging on Jesus’ every word. Soon it would be time for 
the Savior to die, but not yet.

We may be spending more time than usual in our Father’s 
house as we attend the many special worship services offered 
during this Holy Week. With hearts cleansed from sin by the 
blood of our Savior and nourished in faith by his holy Supper, 
we will have many opportunities to hear the Word of the Lord. 
Like those earliest followers who so gladly heard the Savior, we 
too will hang on his every word.

Lord, cleanse our hearts of sin  
and lead us to cling to your Word. Amen.
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Monday Morning

Cornerstone
The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone. Luke 20:17

Teaching in the temple, Jesus told a parable about 
a landowner and a vineyard, a vineyard that was 
Israel (Isaiah 5:7). God, the landowner, planted his people 
in the promised land, expecting them to bear fruit to his glory. 
He sent his prophets to gather this fruit of faith, but unfaithful 
tenants, the religious leaders who were to manage the property 
of the Lord, mistreated his servants and sent them away emp-
tyhanded. Finally, the divine landowner said, “I will send my 
beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.” The Son came, and 
was met with rejection, not respect.

By the end of the week, the unfaithful tenants would suc-
ceed in their plan to murder the landowner’s beloved Son. But 
the Son, thrown out like a broken stone from a vineyard wall, 
would be raised up as the cornerstone and foundation of our 
hope. Now by faith in the Son of God, we who are the landown-
er’s vineyard bear fruit to his glory.

Jesus our Cornerstone, our hope rests firmly  
and securely on you alone. Amen.

Monday of Holy Week
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Monday Evening

The Image of God
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,  

and to God the things that are God’s. Luke 20:25

The scribes and chief priests recognized them-
selves as the unfaithful tenants of Jesus’ parable, 
but they still rejected the Son. They sent spies to trap 
Jesus into speaking against the rule of Rome, an offense deserv-
ing death. In pretended innocence, the spies asked, “Is it lawful 
for us to give tribute to Caesar?” Jesus was ready for them. The 
coin for the tax bore the image of Caesar, so the coin belonged 
to Caesar. All things, including the people who bear his im-
age, belong to God the Creator. The astonished spies had no 
response.

The image of God in us, an image of holiness and righteous-
ness, was lost to sinful pride in our rebellion against our Creator. 
But we are created anew through faith and “conformed to the 
image of [God’s] Son” (Romans 8:29), who is himself “the im-
age of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15).

Lord Jesus, we are created anew in your image.  
We are yours, bought with your precious blood. Amen.
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Tuesday Morning

Living
He is not God of the dead, but of the living,  

for all live to him. Luke 20:38

The Sadducees asked Jesus about the resurrection 
of the dead on Judgment Day, even though they did 
not believe there would actually be a resurrec-
tion. They quoted Moses, and Jesus quoted Moses right back 
to them. Moses testified that the God who spoke from the burn-
ing bush called himself the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Even the Sadducees had to admit that these great men of faith 
lived in God’s presence. God is the God of the living.

Jesus knew all about the resurrection of the dead on the Last 
Day, because he himself is the source of life and resurrection 
( John 11:25). Soon he would die and be buried. On the first day 
of the new week, he would be the first to rise from the dead—
but not the last. The God of the living will one day raise us up 
just as he raised his Son.

Lord, you are the foundation of our hope  
of life and resurrection. Amen.

Tuesday of Holy Week

Creative 

Communications 

Sample



7

Tuesday Evening

More Than All
... she out of her poverty put in  
all she had to live on. Luke 21:4

In the temple, Jesus watched people putting their 
gifts in the offering box. He saw wealthy people put in 
large amounts of money, and he looked on as a poor widow con-
tributed only two small copper coins. Yet she, Jesus said, gave 
more than all of them. The wealthy gave only a portion of all 
they owned. The widow “out of her poverty put in all she had 
to live on.”

Soon Jesus, too, would give more than all. The eternal Son of 
God, rich in divine majesty and power, laid aside his glory to be 
born among us. He carried our sins in his body to the cross, suf-
fering the penalty of death in our place. His blood purchased for 
us the overflowing wealth of forgiveness and eternal life. “For 
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might be-
come rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Lord Jesus, you gave more than all,  
laying down your life for our salvation. Amen.
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It all happened in one 

week, the seven days 

we now call Holy Week. 

God’s plan of salvation, 

set in motion so long 

ago, was accomplished. 

The Son of God fulfilled 

the purpose for which 

he had come. The Lamb 

of God was sacrificed 

for the sins of the world, 

for our sins. With these 

devotions, follow Jesus 

through the astonishing 

events that took place 

in one week From Palms 

to Passion.
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