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The Good News™ Program offers a planner designed
specifically for the important ministry of the parish
Catechist. This unique planner is the perfect supplement
to any religion series. With this invaluable guide you can
equip your Catechists with the faith-filled resources they ’
need to bring the Gospel into the lives of students enrolled
in weekly parish Religion Education programs.

Packed with faith-forming exercises and information for .
students of all ages, The Creative Catechist Planner is the .
hands-on tool for every Religious Educator. '
A Planner just for Catechists! .

The Good News™
Catechist Planner
Highlights

Catechist Planner
Order Code: ZSB19

NEW! Help students focus on their own
growing faith through special exercises,
including opportunities for reaching out
in the name of Jesus

+ Thoughts and discussion starters

designed for a quick review of the last
Sunday’s Gospel

Ideas for the Church's seasons and
feast days

+ Ashort Journaling Exercise to share

with students to help their faith journey
Easy classroom art and other projects
A biographical saint story for the week

12 Full-Page Monthly Calendars (August
2019-July 2020)

Space to record student information,
important dates and attendance

+ FREE Bonus Section! Additional

Creative Catechist Pricing (ZSB19)

$1099  $899 $6.99

‘ Price ‘ $14.99

Specifications

$1299 |

+ Generous 128 full-sized 8'%" x 11" pages in full color

reproducible pages available for
download online with all Creative
Catechist Planner purchases

Creatively assist Catechists

J'. Week of August 11-1°
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

[Jesus said,] “Much will be required of the person ent
entrusted with more.”  Luke 12:48

spr. Pages highlight colors
sef Of the Church's liturgical

* Tl seasons.
¢ Giv . : . 2ct them to
before you return to the classroom.

few minute

o After a few minutes, return to the room.

Some will finish the assignment; others will take advant:
your absence to talk and have a little fun.
* Your students knew you would return and they knew wha
were supposed to do. Still some didn't take the

time to be ready.
* Share Jesus’ words, “You must be prepared, for atan &

hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”

* We know what Jesus wants us to do with our lives,

yet we often fail to complete the tasks we know are neces

Most of us make detailed plans for trips and other imp
events. Life is a journey toward heaven, yet how often do we
about and plan for that journey?

If we knew the exact day when Jesus will call us home, we
make definite plans to be ready. Bk the fact is we do not
the day or the hour. Sunday’s parable reminds us to give s
thought to these important plans so We will always be prepe

Just Woi ) . :
sundayss Review and briefly discuss i
C'a\jvsg " what students heard at
¢ Write the fi e
onthe boa M ass last Sunday. P

evidence o1 unigs nutseern.

* What do these words mean? -

» What concepts of faith do we know to be
true, even though no one has seen them
or can even explain them?

« Discuss faith in relation to the following Old Testament f
mentioned in the Second Reading: Abraham, Sarah and
How did each of them demonstrate his/her faith in God?
Jesus is challenging you and your students to make the k

everything that is placed before you this year, facts as well a

things about your faith. Many things can be learned through

and hard work. Others will come from the Spirit of God.

¢ As you begin the new school year, ask students what they ¢
to learn and how they expect to grow.
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Sunday’s Readings
Wisdom 18:6-9 Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Psalm 33 Luke 12:32-48
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You Should Know ...
What does Thursday’s feast of the Assumption
celebrate? Which Mysterifjs of the Rosary
contain the Assumptipn?

s

The Catechism of the Cat
tion by referring to a churc Share a thought or two!
Lumen gentium:
“The Immaculate Virgin, preserved free trom all stain of
original sin, when the course of her earthly life was fin-
ished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory,
and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that
she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the
Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death” [CCC 966].
Later it states:
“The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her
earthly life was completed, was taken up body and soul
into the glory of heaven, where she already shares in the
glory of her Son’s Resurrection, anticipating the resurrec-
tion of all members of his Body” [CCC 974].
The Assumption is a dogma of the Catholic faith to which all
Catholics are b

nhon ishone cfft Challenge students to reach out
o ot With the love of Jesus.
tion of Mary into Heaven; 1ne Coronation or Mary)

Challenge
When you are at Mass on Sunday, say thank you to God for spe-

cial treasures you have been given, especially faith.

How will you help your faith grow?

Reproducible activity available.
www.goodnewsplanners.com/create/

g

In Jesus’ Name ...

b _lrj =
We have never seen Jesus, but we know he is the | "

Son of God. We believe this because of our faith.

Faith is a treasure.

* Recall the first time someone told you about God. Who was
it? What did you think about when you first heard about God?

* How has your definition of faith changed since you first heard
about God?

Encourage students to think about
their Catholic faith and put the Gospel oshen was crowned King of Hungary on
/ into practice.

Week of Auqust 11-17
REVIEW PLUS NEW ACTIVITY/MATERIALS FAMILY FOLLOW-UP

Space to organize thoughts and
plan classroom lessons.

The life of a saint.

!

For All the Saints
Friday, August 16

St. Stephen of Hungary
875-1038

Stephen’s father was the chief of a pagan tribe called the
Magyars (muh-JARS) who occupied what is now Hungary. When
Stephen was ten, his father decided the entire family should
be baptized into the Christian faith. Stephen took his Christian
calling very seriously.

After the death of his father, Stephen became chief of
the tribe and proceeded to make sure all lived according to
Christian principles. All signs of their former pagan ways were
eliminated.

Stephen established many churches in Hungary. He also
made sure the neanle supported these churches as well as the
itthe land. He asked religious teachers
come teach his people. By the authority

1000.
meric, who was to have been the suc-
cessor to the throne. Tragically, Emeric was killed in a hunting
accident. Stephen and his son were canonized in 1083.
Today Stephen is honored in Hungary as that country’s
patron saint.

C  Prepare for the following Sunday's Gospel with a
C passage and something to think about.

Simple prayer services allow
children to pray together as a
class or school.

The Comfort Zone
* Gather in your Prayer Space.

~

* Discuss some of the new challenges facing your students this
year. How do they feel about them? Which ones are exciting?
Which seem a little scary? Tell them about a few fun things
you plan on doing with them during the year.

* Stress the importance of listening—students need to listen to
you and you promise to listen to them, too. And most impor-
tant, all of you will learn to listen to Jesus’ words.

o Let them make up their own prayers to share with the class.
Invite parents and other family members to make up a fam-
ily prayer.

* Say a traditional prayer together or use one or several of the
students’ prayers.

Next Sunday’s Good News

[Jesus said,] “There is a baptism with which

I must be baptized, and how great is my
nguish until it is accomplished?”

Luke 12:50

Think about ...
What is the baptism Jesus is talking about? How does Jesus
cause division (Luke 12:51)2
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Jg. Week of November 3-9

r 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday’s Readings
Wisdom 11:22—12:2 2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2
Psalm 145 Luke 19:1-10

“Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has

come to seek and to save what was lost.”

Spread Sunday’s News
Review the role of the tax collector during the time of Jesus (see
previous week).
e The Gospel tells us Zacchaeus (zak-KEE-uhs or zak-KAY-us)
was not just an ordinary tax collector, but the CHIEF collector.

e Like others in his trade, he was probably not trusted by the
community.

o His status as chief (the boss) also alienated him from his fellow
tax collectors, leaving him without friends or allies.

* He was most likely a wealthy man since he was probably taking
a cut of the proceeds from the other tax collectors
as well as his share from the community. }
The story of Zacchaeus is quite entertaining. It is !

easy to imagine a small man sitting in a tree, hop- L

ing to see what was happening, yet also trying to =

be inconspicuous.

* How many students have been in a crowd watching something

only to have taller people move in and stand in front of them,
blocking the view?

e Zacchaeus’ solution to his dilemma was very resourceful. Can't
see—so climb a tree! How many of us would think about doing
that?

Jesus pointed out that even though Zacchaeus’ dishonest behav-
ior kept him from social activities in the community, he was still
a legitimate descendant of Abraham. Somewhere along the line
Zacchaeus forgot that his clients, those he was stealing from, were
also his fellow Jews.

Just Wondering ...
This week’s Gospel passage tells us a lot about
Jesus and his ministry.
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to
save what was lost.”

Jesus could have stayed in one place and waited for people to
come to him to be saved. Instead, he spent his life actively looking
for people he thought needed to hear his message.

It should be like that for us. Jesus has called each of us to look
for people who need to hear the message of salvation.

¢ How can we do this?
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Luke 19:9-10

You Should Know ...

When we go to Mass or visit a church, what is the
first thing we do when we come in the door?

We should dip our fingers in holy water from the baptismal
or another font. We make the Sign of the Cross with the holy
water.

The words savior and salvation come from the word save,
meaning “to keep someone from harm or danger.” Jesus offered
himself for our salvation.

Challenge

Write a prayer for all your loved ones and all who
have died. Share your prayer with your family. Pray
it with them during November.

In Jesus’ Name ... I LN
| know Jesus offered himself for my salvation. \
What does that mean to me?

Zacchaeus changed his life when he realized he had been

stealing from others. What will it take for me to change my life?
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REVIEW PLUS NEW

For All the Saints
All Saints Day

The Communion of Saints consists of the &
blessed already in heaven, those waiting to be
purified and all the faithful on earth [CCC 962].

On All Saints Day last Friday, we recognized those already in
heaven, but not just those with the special title “saint.” It is a day to
remember EVERYONE in heaven including relatives, friends and all
people who have lived holy lives. They are special because they are
examples of faith to us and are our intercessors in heaven.

* Encourage research and sharing stories about “patron” saints. (Let
students dress as their patrons and have everyone else guess who
they are. Invite students to make small models or draw pictures of
their favorite saint. This could also be a family project.)

In honor of Veterans Day next Monday, pray for all our soldiers
present and past. Tell a veteran how much you appreciate his or
her sacrifices. Don't forget to pray for peace in the world.

ACTIVITY/MATERIALS

Week of November 3-9

FAMILY FOLLOW-UP

The Comfort Zone ::_
e When Zacchaeus realized how much he had ii‘
hurt other people, what did he do? (He offered
to give away half of his possessions to the poor and promised
to repay those he had stolen from four times more than the
amount he stole.)

¢ What can we learn from Zacchaeus about acknowledging our
sinfulness, especially when we have harmed another person?

e Ask for a few minutes of silence so children can think about
people whom they have hurt and ways they can make amends.

¢ Close with a Sign of Peace and/or The Act of Contrition/The
Lord’s Prayer.

Lord Jesus, like Zacchaeus, | am sorry for hurting others. |
ask you to help me remember to stop and think more often
about how my actions affect others. Amen.

Next Sunday’s Good News
He is not God of the dead, but of the living,
for to him all are alive. —

Luke 20:38

Think about...

Jesus is always there for us and we don’t need to clean our
rooms or cook a special meal for him to come to us. All we
really have to do is remember he wants to be with us and we
just need to say yes.
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Y1 Week of Mar. 29-Apr. 4
» “ Fifth Sunday of Lent

Sunday’s Readings

Ezekiel 37:12-14
Psalm 130

Romans 8:8-11
John 11:1-45

Jesus told [Martha], “l am the resurrection and the life; whosever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone

who lives and believes in me will never die.”

Spread Sunday’s News

Jesus enjoyed a close friendship with Martha, Mary and Lazarus,
so when Lazarus died, Jesus shared in Martha and Mary’s grief to
the point of weeping with them. Both sisters greeted Jesus with the
same words, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.”

Because they were faithful Jews, they believed their brother would
rise on the last day. The surprise for them came when Jesus, “the
resurrection and the life,” raised Lazarus immediately.

e Discuss the similarities in the scene of Lazarus coming out of his
tomb with the burial cloths around him and

the events surrounding Jesus’ Resurrection. ‘Pﬁ

Lazarus was brought back to life, but because ﬁ'
he was human, he died again. Jesus, like Lazarus,

died a human death, but Jesus’ Resurrection is =
forever. As he told Martha, “Whoever believes in me, even if he
dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die.” That is our promise and hope, too.

Let’s Pray
Lord Jesus, like Martha and Mary, | believe you are the Son of
God who rose from death never to die again. | hope that someday
you will find me worthy to live with you forever. Amen.

Without the fact that all living things must die, we would have no
need of resurrection, coming back to life. But Jesus’ Resurrection is
more that simply breathing or having our hearts -
beat again, it is eternal life in the Kingdom.

Back in November we set aside time to re-
member and pray for members of our families
who have gone before us and are asleep in
Christ. The fact that we will be with them again someday is really
what hope in the resurrection is all about. When someone close
to us dies, these words of Jesus and the belief that they are true are
what give us that hope.
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John 11:25-26

L 4 You Should Know ...
{ % Which Sacrament brings us forgiveness of sin if
.| we sincerely repent, confess our sins to a priest,

resolve to change our lives and ask for absolution?

“The Sacrament of Penance [Reconciliation] is a whole consist-
ing in three actions of the penitent and the priest’s absolution.
The penitent’s acts are repentance, confession or disclosure of
sins to the priest, and the intention to make reparation and do
works of reparation” [CCC 1491].

As you prepare your students to receive this Sacrament during
the season of Lent, review the following.

“The spiritual effects of the Sacrament of Penance are:

* reconciliation with God by which the penitent recovers grace;

¢ reconciliation with the Church;
e remission of the eternal punishment incurred by mortal sins;

* remission, at least in part, of temporal punishments resulting
from sin;

* peace and serenity of conscience, and spiritual consolation;

* an increase of spiritual strength for the Christian battle”
[CCC 149¢6].

Make an effort today to smile at everyone you
see, even those whom you do not know.

. R
T L

In Jesus’ Name.... Lyt

|

“I am the resurrection and the life. If you believe r‘l
in me you will never die...”

These words of Jesus help increase my faith because ...

OO0
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For All the Saints
Thursday, April 2

St. Francis of Paola, 1416-1507

Like St. Francis of Assisi, Francis of Paola was a simple man who felt
called to a life of prayer. At first he lived as a hermit on some property
owned by his parents in Paola, Italy. Soon others heard about him
and came to join this kind of solitary life.

As more men arrived, he formed a new Franciscan community,
the Hermits of St. Francis of Assisi. He wanted his community to
be known as the least of all God’s people so he asked that they be
called “Minims.”

Stories of Francis and his Minims were heard all the way to France
where Louis XI was dying. Louis requested that Francis come and
heal him. When Francis arrived, he informed the king that only God
could heal and proceeded to prepare the king for a peaceful death.

The next two successors of Louis also sought Francis” help. He was
responsible for advising them and thus he helped bring about peace

between France, Great Britain and Spain.

ACTIVITY/MATERIALS

Week of Mar. 29-Apr. 4

FAMILY FOLLOW-UP

The Comfort Zone
A candle is essential to this prayer service. The  J&
candle should be real rather than battery-operated. i‘ \
* Last week we focused on Jesus as the Light of the
World. The light of Jesus is represented in the candle.

* When we sin, the light of Jesus cannot shine as brightly in us,
much like a flame not having enough oxygen to keep it burning

¢ Blow out the candle.

e Ask children to think about one or two things they have done
that might have caused the light of Jesus to dim inside them.

* After a couple of minutes, lead them in the Act of Contrition,
the Lord’s Prayer, or both.

e Exchange a sign of peace like we do during the Eucharist.

* Relight your candle in silence. The light of Christ has been
refreshed and can burn brightly again.

Next Sunday’s Good News

The crowds preceding him and those
following kept crying out and saying:
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is

he who comes in the name of the Lord;

hosanna in the highest.” Matthew 21:9

Think about...

Imagine you are in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and you hear
people talking about Jesus the prophet. You have tried to see him
before, and now will be your chance to ...
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Download FREE reproducible pages
with each Creative Catechist Planner purchase.

People in the Bible Jesus’ Special Easter Message
Solving the code will help you remember what Jesus said to his friends on Easter morning.

Sunda ;
favorite book might have people who fellthe story. The o ¥'s Good News is...
Bible has people, 100, Many of hese men, women and 2 angel of the Lord appeared to [Josephy
children tell the story of God and his people. Find thei oseph, son of David, do nof be afrarq ", aream and said,
: your homecr raid to take Mary your wife info
Matthew1:20ab

hate one and love }:hf; other,
both Go
u cannot serve bol ; i Ad‘;ent .
Luke 162 . Advent cro |
u the cosp;:,:;m;e Zf:l:ure found in

Last week we learned about the books in the Bible. Your

Sunday's Good News IS... —
“No servant can serve two musver.s. Hel"W| ﬂ‘eelr ?(o
or be devoted to one and despise the other.
and mammon.”
Two Masters .
i Jike. When you find them, color ther
T f these it e 00 8 et f e picres.

2. Who appeared to Josephs

4. Joseph's wife-to-be

5. Joseph will take Mary

6. Joseph belonged to the family of

DOWN

1. He had a dream

2. The angel told Joseph not fo be
3. The angel appeared in

MO 63026,

arish, 1564 Fencorp Dr, Fenton,
erial i this

e, i Burrows; puzzles

The original purchaser of

Description
Catechist Planner

Creative Catechist Pricing (ZSB18)

0 $14.99  $12.99 $10.99 $8.99  $6.99

Price

GOOD NEWS PLANNERS * 1564 FENCORP DRIVE * FENTON, MO 63026
CALL 7 A.M. - 5 PM. CT weekdays (855) 238-3088
Order online www.goodnewsplanners.com ¢ Fax orders anytime (800) 448-6557




