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September 4–10 (Preparation for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Thoughts on Sunday’s Readings
Sunday’s Gospel contains more examples 

of Jesus’ skillful use of ordinary experiences 
to keep his audiences involved. Because ev-
eryone loses things, it’s easy to relate to the 
situations in the stories.

The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin are two 
of the three parables we will hear on Sunday. 
Jesus says:

“There will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous people 
who have no need of repentance” 
(Luke 15:7).

• Reinforce the meaning of the word(s) re-
pent and repentance by telling students it 
includes not only forgiveness, but also the 
firm resolve not to do the same thing again. 
(See the Act of Contrition on the inside front 
cover of students’ planners.)

Class App
• Have students write about something they 

lost for a period of time.
• They should include: why the object (or 

person) was important to them and how they 
proceeded to look for it.

• How did they feel when they found it?
• The more precious the object, the more joy 

we feel when it is found! 

Sunday’s third story is the familiar Parable 
of the Lost (Prodigal) Son. It would be very 
difficult to hear this story without identifying 
with at least one of the characters.
• Divide students into groups of three and 

ask each member of the group to choose a 
different character to play. They should use 
their own words and/or actions.

• After a few minutes tell them to switch 
characters.

• When each child has experienced each 
character, bring students back together to 
talk about how it felt as they played the dif-
ferent people.

Class App
The Gospel does not tell us what happened 

to any of the characters. Have students indi-
vidually or in groups write “The Prodigal Son: 
Chapter 2.” 

Forgiveness, the main theme of these par-
ables, is often difficult for all of us to practice.
• Review/Discuss the Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation.
• Since many students may not have received 

this sacrament since last Lent, try to arrange 

its celebration with your class or with the 
school to prepare for the coming Sunday’s 
Gospel.

• If reception of the sacrament is not possible, 
have a classroom Prayer Service in which 
all have the opportunity to examine their 
consciences, pray the Act of Contrition and 
exchange a sign of peace.

• Allow time for quiet prayer, while students 
feel God’s love and forgiveness in their 
hearts.

Readings: 24th Sunday in OT
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Psalm 51
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32

Feasts and Saints
Thursday, September 8

The Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

We have no concrete evidence about the 
date and place where Mary was born. In the 
end, that information does not really matter. 
Mary’s birth was the inauguration of God 
becoming a human being. Without Mary’s 
willingness to do God’s will, Jesus could not 
have come into our human world.

Tradition says Mary’s parents, Joachim 
and Anne, were elderly and childless, like the 
parents of John the Baptist. They prayed that 
God would someday give them a child. 

We don’t often think about Jesus with a 
traditional extended family, including grand-
parents, yet he probably had grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and we think of John the Baptist 
as Jesus’ cousin. 

Friday, September 9

St. Peter Claver
c. 1581-1654

Peter spent his life in Cartegena, Colombia, 
as a Jesuit priest ministering to slaves brought 
on ships from Africa. The conditions on these 
ships were so bad that many of the hundreds of 
thousands of slaves died before they reached 
the Americas.

When the ships arrived, Peter was always 
there to meet them. He brought food, medi-
cine, even scented water and other delicacies 
to try to make the captives feel welcomed. 
Even though there were many language bar-
riers, his love transcended all limitations of 
human speech. His message to the people was 
simple: God loves you and so do I.

Peter always went down into the bowels 
of the ships to minister to the slaves. He had 
to go alone because no one else could bear 
the stench and the sight of the dead and sick 
bodies everywhere. Sometimes almost half of 
the slaves died during the trips.

While the slaves waited to be taken to other 
destinations, Peter took care of their physical 
and spiritual needs. He managed to convert 
and baptize more than 300,000 to Christianity. 
During the time between the arrival of ships, 
Peter traveled and visited with many of his 
converts.

Peter and other missionaries wanted to 
change the laws in order to prevent such 
inhumane treatment, but slave trade was far 
too profitable for anyone involved in it to sup-
port such laws. Although he may have been 
powerless to change the law, Peter found 
limitless power to help those whose lives were 
deemed worthless realize how much God did 
indeed love them.
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Thoughts on Sunday’s Readings
Trusting another person means we are 

confident that what he/she says and does is 
honest and truthful. We believe that person is 
trustworthy, has our best interests at heart, 
and would never deliberately cause us harm.

Because of his dishonest behavior, the 
steward in Sunday’s Gospel lost his master’s 
trust. It is likely that the man was less than 
truthful with his master’s debtors either. In view 
of his precarious situation and the likelihood 
he would probably lose his job, he knew he 
needed at least a few friends to help him get 
by. So he came up with a way to get back into 
the good graces of the people whom he had 
mistreated.

First he went to the debtors and gave them 
permission to decrease the amount they owed 
the master. This lesser amount was probably 
what they actually owed less any extra added 
by the steward for his “commission.” Now the 
master would be happy because he’d get his 
money back. The result of all this planning was 
that the crafty steward who created the whole 
mess in the first place now had a good chance 
to endear himself to both parties. 

But a crucial question still remained: Could 
anyone involved trust the steward?

The steward’s sudden case of ethical 
behavior was, after all, brought about only 
because he got caught being dishonest. He 
was primarily trying to fix things up for his own 
benefit rather than attempting to make amends 
or change his life.

It is never easy to recover the trust of another 
person once we lose it.

There is usually a very good reason why 
people don’t trust us.
• When we have broken it in some way, how 

DO we earn it back?
Think about personal goals for the year such 

as becoming trustworthy. Students can help 
one another develop the ability to be trusted, 
and just as important, the ability to learn to 
recognize which people they can and should 
trust and how to avoid trusting those who will 
lead them astray.
• Whom do children believe will never lie or 

hurt them—someone they trust to take care 
of them. It may be their parents or another 
adult; it may be you, their teacher!

• Why do they trust this person or persons? 

September 11–17 (Preparation for the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Readings: 25th Sunday in OT
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-8
Luke 16:1-13

Ancient Weights and Measures
Both Sunday’s First Reading and Gospel 

refer to the following units of ancient Hebrew 
weights and measurements. Use a math class 
to figure out the exact weights and/or make up 
other problems for students to solve.

An Ephah  is a unit of dry measure 
approximately equal to a bushel or 35 liters.

A Kor is a unit of dry measurement for grain 
and wheat that equals 10 or 12 bushels. How 
much is 100 kors of wheat?

A Shekel is a unit of weight between 9 and 
17 grams or 1/2 ounce. (It is also a coin still 
used today.)

A Measure (Bath) is a unit of liquid 
measurement equal to 8-9 gallons. The Gospel 
says the man owed 100 measures of olive oil. 
How many gallons/pints would that be today?

Mammon: Did you know?
Jesus used the word mammon to describe 

wanting and collecting more possessions or 
money than we really need, or to be greedy.

Once again Jesus uses opposites to help him 
get his point across: DEVOTED vs DESPISED.

Feasts and Saints
Tuesday, September 13

St. John Chrysostom
c. 347-407

In Greek, the name Chrysostom, given 
to St. John after his death, means “golden-
mouthed.” He was known for his eloquent 
sermons. People came from all over to hear 
him preach, even though it made many people 
uncomfortable to hear what he had to say. 

It was important to John to practice what he 
was preaching. As a result, his “golden tongue” 
got him into a lot of trouble with other bishops 
and the wealthy people of Constantinople. 
Although his status as bishop guaranteed 
him wealth and power, John refused to live 
as though he was better than his own people. 
He spoke out about other bishops who 
were abusing their status. He was especially 
disturbed by bishops who had bribed their way 
into their positions. He also spoke out against 
married men who were unfaithful to their wives. 

John did not wish to become involved in 
the politics of his time, but because of his 
high profile position in Constantinople, capital 
of the Eastern Empire, it happened anyway. 
His outspoken criticisms were contrary to the 
beliefs of those in power, so he was eventually 
forced into exile, where he remained until 
his death. St. John Chrysostom is another 
example of a quiet, humble person becoming 
a great saint.  He was named a Doctor of the 
Church in 1568 by Pope Pius V.

Wednesday, September 14

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Tradition says that the true cross of Christ 

was discovered in 326 by St. Helena, mother of 
the Emperor Constantine. It was Constantine 
who issued the Edict of Milan in 313 ending 
the persecution of Christians.

Helena is thought to have discovered the 
Cross of Jesus buried under a pagan temple 
in Jerusalem. Constantine destroyed the pagan 
temple and had a Basilica built on the site. 
Today’s feast is celebrated on the anniversary 
of that basilica’s dedication.

Notice the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows 
is the day after the feast of The Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross. It is appropriate that we 
honor Mary under the title of “Our Lady of 
Sorrows” on the day after we honor her Son’s 
death. Friday is usually the day the Sorrowful 
Mysteries of the Rosary are recited but if you 
pray the rosary on Thursday of this week in 
honor of Our Lady of Sorrows, it is appropriate 
to use the Sorrowful Mysteries.

Saturday, September 17

St. Robert Bellarmine
1542-1621

Because of his talent for teaching, Robert 
Bellarmine is the patron of catechists. It 
is fitting to talk about this great saint with 
Catechetical Sunday being September 18 
this year.

Robert, born in Italy, was the third of 10 
children. He was educated by the Jesuits and  
eventually joined the Order. He was sent to 
teach at the University of Louvain (Belgium), 
where his students loved his teaching. He had 
a gift for explaining even the most complicated 
information so students could understand it. 
His preaching attracted people from as far 
away as England.

Even after becoming a Cardinal, Robert 
remained dedicated to the poor, and he 
traveled extensively in order to get to know 
people.

A prolific writer, he wrote a catechism for 
children and one for teachers. He was named 
a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XI in 
1930 and declared Doctor of the Universal 
Church in 1931.
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19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Dominic

What’s the Word?
A division is a separation. Jesus 
said there would be division be-
tween those who accepted him 

and those who did not.

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

My Thoughts
Is there anyone from whom I feel 
separated? How could I heal that 

division?

St. Lawrence

I Pray
Lord Jesus, help me never to 

be separated from you, even if 
someone tells me not to believe 

in you. Amen.

St. Clare

Faith Facts
God said, “I am the Lord your 
God. You shall have no other 

gods before me.” My God is the 
one true God and is the most 

important thing in my life.

St. Jane Frances de Chantal

Serve With Gladness
Begin each day giving thanks to 
“the Lord, my God.” Pray that 

you grow through the year as a 
faithful follower of Christ.

division

Green or Red

Jesus explains that his teachings will cause division while he 
and his disciples journey to Jerusalem.

Green or White

Green, Red or White

Sts. Pontian and Hippolytus
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[Jesus said,] “Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.”
 Luke 12:51

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter for links to 
the readings of the week, information on saint and feast days and table-time family discussion questions.

TALK ABOUT: What sorts of things cause people to feel separated from family or friends? From others in our 
community or our world?  WE PRAY: Dear Jesus, thank you that we live where we are free to believe in you. 
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Green

Green or White
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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Patriot Day (USA), Grandparents’ Day

St. Robert Bellarmine
St. Hildegard of Bingen

The Most Holy Name of Mary

What’s the Word?
If you say you will take out the 
trash, your mother trusts you 
to do it. If you do take out the 

trash without being nagged, you 
are worthy of her trust. You are 

trustworthy.

St. John Chrysostom

My Thoughts
How do I feel when someone 

shows me I cannot trust him or 
her?

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

I Pray
We adore you, O Christ, and we 
bless you because by your Holy 
Cross you have redeemed the 

world.

Our Lady of Sorrows

Faith Facts
The first of Mary’s Seven Sor-

rows came when she and Joseph 
presented the Child Jesus in the 

Temple. Simeon revealed to Mary 
the sorrows that were to come in 

her life.

St. Cornelius, St. Cyprian 

Serve With Gladness
Which commandment tells us not 

to steal?
(a) Third  (b) Fifth

(c) Seventh

Answer: (c)

trustworthy

Green or White

Red

When Jesus tells his disciples “The Parable of the Dishonest Steward,” they are in Jerusalem.
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The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also 
trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very 
small matters is also dishonest in great ones.
 Luke 16:10

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: The person I trust most is … because …

PRAY TOGETHER: Jesus, I trust you to lead me along the right path. I want you to trust me to follow you. I will try 
to never be unworthy of your trust. Amen.



 

Sat.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Word of the Week
NOV

3

2

1

30

29

28

27

 

  Notes

Z
S

H
22

/K
/L

/O

Violet

Violet

Violet

Red

Violet

Violet

First Sunday of Advent

St. Francis Xavier

What’s the Word?
Expressing repentance means 
you _____ what you did or said 

or thought.
(a) repeat (b) regret

(c) ignore

Answer: (b)

My Thoughts
When I know I have done some-
thing wrong, I feel sad and sorry. 

To feel better again, I …

St. Andrew, Apostle 

I Pray
My God, I am sorry for my sins 
with all my heart. In choosing to 
do wrong and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you, whom 

I should love above all things. 
Amen.

Faith Facts
The Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion is a great gift. We are able 

to confess our sins, express our 
sorrow (repent), and receive 

God’s forgiveness. One Precept 
of the Church is to confess your 

sins at least once each year.

Serve With Gladness
Before bed tonight, think about 

what you did today. Say an Act of 
Contrition with your night prayers 

to repent for anything you did 
wrong.

repentance

White
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[John said,] “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one 
who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.” 
 Matthew 3:11

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: I am proud to be a member of the Christian family because …

PRAY TOGETHER: Lord Jesus, open my eyes to see the times and places in my life where I have done wrong or have 
failed to do good. Help me to do as you would have me do next time. Amen.
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The Advent/Christmas Season is a wonderful time to take a 
close look at the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary.

Violet

Violet

Violet or White

White

White

Violet or White

Second Sunday of Advent

International Human  
Rights Day

What’s the Word?
Messiah is a title for Jesus that 

means the “Anointed One.” 
Anointing marks a person, place, 
or thing as holy and dedicated to 
God. Messiah is also a synonym 

for Savior.

St. Nicholas

My Thoughts
St. Nicholas was the Bishop of 

Myra, an ancient town in Turkey. 
He was known for his generos-
ity. I can show generosity and 
celebrate St. Nicholas by …

St. Ambrose 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance

I Pray
John the Baptist asked if you 
were the Messiah, Lord. You 

told him all you were doing that 
proved you were the Messiah. If 
I am ever doubtful, Lord, forgive 

my disbelief. Amen.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (Gospel: Luke 1:26-38) 

Holy Day of Obligation

Faith Facts
The Immaculate Conception 

refers to Mary being sinless from 
her first moment of life.

St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

Serve With Gladness
Advent is a time of preparation 

for the joy of our Messiah’s com-
ing not only at Christmas but at 
the Second Coming on the last 

day. 

Messiah

Violet
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When John heard in prison of the works of the Messiah, he sent his 
disciples to him with this question, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we look for another?”
 Matthew 11:2-3

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: If I doubt that Jesus was the Messiah, I think of John the Baptist who asked questions and got honest 
answers from Jesus. I can ask Jesus too.

PRAY TOGETHER: St. John the Baptist, please pray for me, that my heart will always remain open for Jesus. Amen. 
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White

Red

White

Red

White

White

The Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Day

St. Sylvester I

St. Stephen, The First Martyr  
Boxing Day (CAN)

What’s the Word?
When Mary was reflecting on 

what the shepherds told her, she 
was thinking about all it might 

mean for her baby’s future. 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist

My Thoughts
When I think about my future, I 

think …

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

I Pray
Today I pray for the protection of 
all children and others who are 
unable to care for themselves.

St. Thomas Becket

Faith Facts
This year the Solemnities of the 
Nativity of the Lord and of Mary, 

Mother of God, fall on Sun-
days. When they do not fall on 
Sundays, they are Holy Days of 

Obligation.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary,  
and Joseph

Serve With Gladness
Plan something to do with your 
whole family today in honor of 

the Holy Family. 

reflecting

White
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All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the 
shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her 
heart. 
 Luke 2:18-19

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: Would I have believed the shepherds? Could I have had the faith that Mary had? What do I believe now 
that I cannot see for myself?

PRAY TOGETHER: Mary, most holy, strengthen me in times of doubt with your unwavering faith in your Son. Amen.
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